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CORONAVIRUS — HOTEL QUARANTINE 
110. Ms L. METTAM to the Minister for Health: 
I refer to the resignation of Deputy Chief Health Officer Robyn Lawrence, announced on 14 May, following a series 
of bungles in hotel quarantine. Minister, clearly Dr Lawrence has the character and integrity to take ownership of 
some serious issues that have occurred in hotel quarantine. Minister, how much personal ownership do you take 
for the bungles in hotel quarantine as the responsible minister? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
That was one of the more bizarre contributions from the member for Vasse, but I am sure it was not the last. 
Our hotel quarantine system has done an outstanding job of ushering in literally tens of thousands of Western Australians 
from overseas. Over 45 000 people have now come through our hotel quarantine system. The question from the 
member for Vasse at least gives me the opportunity to put on the record my appreciation to Dr Robyn Lawrence 
for the outstanding role that she has played in making sure that we keep Western Australians safe. Do not forget, 
she is also the head of the State Health Incident Coordination Centre. Her role is not only about hotel quarantine, 
although that is an important part of what she does; she has also coordinated the entire response to COVID-19 
operational issues. Her steadfast, disciplined and strong leadership has been one of the key reasons that we have 
been so successful in managing this pandemic. 
There have been some incidences associated with our hotel quarantine system. Not one quarantine system in Australia 
has not had incidences. Of course, the situation that we see in Victoria now is a direct result of an outbreak from 
the hotel quarantine system in South Australia. We have to understand that we are constantly managing risk. There 
is no such thing as zero risk. The only way that we can have zero risk is if we close our borders off completely, and 
that is not realistic. We need to make sure that we continue to run a strong and resilient hotel quarantine system, 
which is what we have in Western Australia. We have an outstanding record and I think that Dr Robyn Lawrence 
has been an important part of that response. 
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